THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

Sakwanta was apparently one of the Kathurias,
who had then been rulers of Kamaon for a very
long period, as we shall presently see.

It is recorded by Ferishta that during the time
of anarchy which followed upon the death of raja
Bhoj Puar, the throne of Kanoj was seized by
Basdeo, * who is described as a conqueror from the
country of Kuttair, that is Kamaon.3 Who this
Basdeo was is uncertain. As, however, he came
from Ifemaon, it is probable that he was one of
the Kathurias. Basdeo is said to have reigned at
Kanoj for seventy years. At his death, his sons
quarrelled over the succession; and Ramdeo
Rhator, who had been commander of the army of
Basdeo, seized the throne.3

After some time, Ramdeo attacked the Sawalik
chiefs. He was opposed by the raja of Kamaon,
who " had inherited his country and Ms throne
from a long line of ancestors, who had reigned
upwards of two thousand years." * In a great
battle, which lasted from sunrise to sunset, the
Kamaon raja was defeated, and fled to the hills.
Ramdeo, having compelled him to give his daugh-
ter in marriage, left the raja in possession of his
country.5

1 Ferishta, Briggs, I. Ixxviii.

2 " Annals of Rajasthan," i. 54.

3 Ferishta, Briggs., I. Ixxviii,

4 Ib. I. Ixxviii.                 5 Ib. I. Ixxviii.
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